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Wilfred Bade and Gunther d'Alquen. D'Alquen, who
represents the "Voelkischer Beobachter", sees to it that
his paper. Hitler's paper, always receives the first news
of any new move by Hitler. He often dishes out surprises
to Goebbels and Ribbentrop. More frequently his dis-
patches cause confusion in carefully arranged political
or press campaigns, or even upset diplomatic affairs.
But he is never rebuked by the departmental leaders whose
plans he disturbs. They know it is Hitler speaking when
d'Alquen writes.
I have mentioned only the most prominent figures
attached to the Hitler Circus. They are accompanied by
scores of officials, called from their desks at the Foreign
Office, the War Office and Party offices wThere their sub-
ordinates are left to struggle with current affairs, waiting
in vain for orders.
Every one of these officials in War H.Q. takes with
him clerks, secretaries and experts. With all these people
the "personal staff" of Hitler has reached the formidable
figure of 3,000.
This little army must move at Hitler's whim. For
propaganda purposes it has to go to and fro behind the
lines. When urgent business calls Hitler to Berlin, the
Circus follows him. If he decides to go to the front again
the harassed officials move with him. Sometimes all plans
are made and Hitler changes his mind at the last moment.
Then they stay in Berlin or rush off to Berchtesgaden.
Hitler spent only two weeks on the Western Front
up to the end of February, 1940. But he has already chosen
a more permanent site for his H.Q. in the West, for the
time when he wants to be near his troops again. It is
Godesberg, the little town on the Rhine which was the
centre of Mr. Chamberlain's peace hopes in 1938. Hence-
forth it is to be the centre of Hitler's war hopes.